
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
PLAYERS, TRAINERS, SNAKES AND…SNAKE WHISPERERS? 

ANOTHER DAY USTA NATIONAL CLAYS @ “THE BEACH” 
 
July 13, 2022 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Story by STEVE DORSEY; Photos by YourGameFace.com 
 
DELRAY BEACH, Fla. – Sometimes an athlete needs to find some inner fortitude to pull out a victory when 
about to be swallowed by the jaws of defeat. And sometimes there’s a little luck involved, too.  
 
Kabeer Kapasi of Houston, Tex., needed both of those factors Wednesday to advance to the fourth round of 
the winners’ bracket of the USTA Boys 18-and-under National Clay Court Championships. Kapasi battled back 
from a set down and then held off five match points to defeat Eli Stephenson of Louisville, Ky., 1-6, 6-4, 7-6(6) 
in a three-hour-plus match that tested the stamina of both players under steamy conditions at the Delray Beach 
Tennis Center.  
 

 



“First set I made a lot of errors, and I’ve had that in the past, so I just tried to stay calm and find any solution I 
could to find a way to win,” said Kapasi, the Baptist Health Orthopedic Care Boys 18s Player of the Day. “In 
the past year I’ve developed a skill to stay calm in these tight moments. All my matches so far have been 
against players of super high caliber, so there’s no easy match here.”  
 
Kapasi, who will attend Rice University this fall, found himself in a hole early, going down a break in the second 
set after dropping the first set.  
 
“Somehow I just found a way to win the second, and then the third set tried to do the same thing,” Kapasi said 
of his strategy.  
 
Stephenson requested a trainer during the third set after feeling ill as both players battled very hot and humid 
conditions. Still, Stephenson was up 5-4 in the third set, but Kapasi staved off two match points and would 
force a tiebreaker to decide the match. Again, Kapasi found himself staring at potential defeat when he went 

down 6-3 in the tiebreaker but won 
the next five points and notched 
the comeback victory when he 
charged the net after hitting a deep 
approach shot, and Stephenson’s 
return landed out of bounds on 
match point.  
 
“He tried to pass me and missed it 
by two inches maybe,” Kapasi said 
of his win, the second match he’s 
had that lasted more than three 
hours this week. “It was a heck of 
a match. I think I got lucky at 3-6 in 
the tiebreak on a couple of points. 
I just stayed composed through all 
the ups and downs of the match.”  
 
Stiles Brockett of Fairfax, Va., 
likewise had to work his way back 
from a set down in his Boys 16-
and-under winners’ bracket match 
Wednesday in nearby Boca Raton, 
defeating Kase Schinnerer, the 
No. 10 seed from Lewisburg, Pa., 
3-6, 6-1, 6-2, and was selected the 
South Florida BMW Centers 
Boys 16s Player of the Day.  
 
Brockett, a rising high school 
junior, said he had to find a way to 
get past thinking about the errors 
he committed in the first set and 
refocus on his game’s strengths. 
He obviously was able to 
accomplish that, losing only three 
games combined in the final two 
sets.  
 
“I just played a more physical 
game (after the first set),” said the 
6-foot-2 Brockett, who also needed 



to battle back from a set 
down on Tuesday to win 
a three-setter 3-6, 6-3, 6-
1. “I was super tired in 
the first, but just reset 
and played better. The 
round before, I lost the 
first set, too, and came 
back to win. It was pretty 
tough, and very similar 
matches scoring-wise.”  
 
Brockett didn’t play in any 
clay court tournaments 
before last year, but 
determined to be better 
on the slower surface, 
said he feels he’s made 
tremendous strides, as 
his success so far here 
this week attests. 
 
“I’ve definitely gotten a lot 
better on clay in the past 
year or so, because I was 
atrocious on clay to be 
honest, and now I 
actually like it a lot,” 
Brockett said. “The 
biggest thing I learned is 
that extending points isn’t 
really a bad thing. I’m 
learning to stay physical 
and extend points better.” 
 
The snake man cometh  
 
Charlotte Cramer, the site 
director at Boca West, 
was going about her daily 
job of checking in players 
for their matches 
Wednesday morning 
when an unexpected intruder greeted her at her tournament desk. According to Cramer, she went to move a 
cooler behind her, suddenly awaking a snake curled up beneath the cooler.  
 
“There was some screaming,” said Cramer, acknowledging that she discovered quickness she didn’t know she 
possessed and scurried away from the cooler. “It was small, but still creepy.” 
 
A couple minutes later, Caden Hasler of American Fork, Utah, showed up to check in for his scheduled 18s 
singles match. Cramer told him about the snake near her desk and informed him he would have to wait until 
someone from maintenance arrived to remove the snake from the area.  
 
“He said, ‘I’ll get it for you,’” Cramer said of her hero for the day. “This snake was lucky a handler who knew 
what he was doing came along, because maintenance was bringing a shovel (to possibly kill it if needed).” 
Who knew we’d end up with a new daily award…Snake Charmer of the Day. Congrats, Caden Hasler.  



 
Baptist Health is participating as the official 
Healthcare Partner for the tournament for the 
second consecutive year. As the largest not-for-
profit healthcare organization in South Florida, 
Baptist Health will provide medical services and 
support for the players all week and Baptist 
Health Orthopedic Care will be presenting the 
daily Boys 18s Player of the Day. 
 
BMW, the official automobile of the USTA 
National Clay Court Championships, will feature 
a 2022 M3 and M4 edition vehicle on-site at the 
Delray Beach Tennis Center and South Florida 
BMW Centers will be presenting the daily Boys 
16s Player of the Day. Next to the display cars, 
fans can enter a contest to win four box seat 
tickets to one session of the 2023 Delray Beach 
Open. 
 
Singles action continues on Wednesday at 8 
a.m. EST. Doubles will not begin before noon 
EST. Matches will continue being tested at main 
host site Delray Beach Tennis Center and Boca 
Raton Racquet Club. For complete draws, 
including match times, locations and 
results, click here. For all other tournament 
related information, 
visit YellowTennisBall.com/NationalClays. Media 
interested in covering the event can contact John 
Butler to arrange coverage and interviews, 561-
350-6795, Jbutler@YellowTennisBall.com. 
 
Official 2022 Sponsors 
City of Delray Beach 
VITACOST.com 
Baptist Health South Florida 
South Florida BMW Centers 
Palm Beach County Sports Commission 
Renaissance Boca Raton 
Florida Sports Foundation 
One Tennis Academy 
GAMMA Sports 
Complete Performance 
Swing Vision 
Wilson 
Wyndham Boca Raton 
USTA 
  
About The City of Delray Beach: In southeast Palm Beach County, along the Atlantic seashore, a Village by the Sea that began as an 
agricultural community in 1895 has become one of Florida's most popular destinations for visitors, new families and seasonal residents. 
The City of Delray Beach encompasses slightly over 16 square miles with a permanent population of nearly 65,000 and growing. The 
city’s charm continues to garner national awards. In 2017 alone the city received three awards: the “All-America City” award from the 
National Civic League (NCL) for literacy strides (the NCL also recognized Delray Beach in 1993 and 2001), a “Playful City USA” 
designation for providing 24 playgrounds for residents, and the recognition of Atlantic Avenue as one of the “10 Great American 
Shopping Streets” by USA Today. In 2012 during the nationally televised "Best of the Road" special, Delray Beach was chosen by 
Rand McNally, USA Today and the Travel Channel as the "Most Fun Small Town" in America. In 2014, USA Today named Delray as 
one of the "Best Atlantic Beaches in Florida.”  
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