
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
HENG CLOSES THE “CLAYS” DEAL WITH 2ND CHANCE AT 18s GOLD & 

BROCKETT WINS HEARTS OF DELRAY FANS WHILE TAKING OUT LOCAL IN 16s 
 
July 18, 2022 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Story by STEVE DORSEY; Photos by YourGameFace.com 
 
DELRAY BEACH, Fla. – Eight grueling days of highly competitive tennis came to an end Sunday at the USTA 
Boys National Clay Court Championships, with two age-group champions collecting the coveted Gold Ball after 
having successfully navigated numerous challenges all week that included some stifling heat and weather-
related delays in addition to their incredibly talented foes.  

 
Nicholas Heng of Madison, Ala., captured the 18-and-under title that barely eluded him last year when he was 
the runner-up, with Stiles Brockett of Fairfax, Va., adding a second Gold Ball to his trophy case after winning 
the 16-and-under final at the Delray Beach Tennis Center, denying Mikel Anderson the chance to celebrate 
winning the title in his hometown. 



Their efforts earned them the Player of the Week recognition from Baptist Health Orthopedic Care for Heng 
and South Florida BMW Centers for Brockett. 
 
Heng also won the Gold Ball in the USTA Boys 14s National Clay Court Championships four years ago, but he 
said claiming it here this week was more special.  
 
“To be able to do it again is so satisfying, it’s amazing,” said Heng, the No. 4 seed who defeated No. 2 seed 
Jelani Sarr of Pooler, Ga., 6-4, 6-3 Sunday, a day after ousting No. 1 seed Lucas Brown of Plano, Tex., in the 
semifinals. Heng, who will play for Auburn University, won six of his seven matches here in straight sets, and 
said he was able to handle his nerves a little better on Sunday compared to last year when he fell short in the 
championship match, crediting Andrew Mattek at Complete Performance for helping him deal with those gold 
ball match jitters. 
 
“I was so nervous and anxious last year, but this time I just kind of freed up and played my game and that’s 
when I’m at my best,” he said. Still, he admitted he felt a little pressure on himself going into the match against 
Sarr, who he also beat in their two previous meetings on clay.  
 
“He’s got an unbelievable serve and forehand, great attacking game, so I took more of a kind of backseat role 
and not press all the time and be 
aggressive,” Heng said of his strategy 
against Sarr. “If I went power to power 
with him, he’d probably outpower me. 
 
“The nerves, the situation, the feelings, I 
mean it was nuts,” Heng said. “Being in a 
final just feels so surreal, especially in a 
tournament like this. It was nerve-
wracking, but I just tried to focus on the 
now…It means so much to have done a 
little better this year. Yesterday I got a little 
bit lucky, and to be able to be in this 
moment playing for a gold (ball), it was so 
unreal. It’s a massive relief. If I lost again 
in the final I’d probably go crazy. It will be 
a sweet ride back home.”  
 
Likewise for Brockett, a 6-1, 6-3 winner 
against Anderson. Brockett said that he 
would not have believed it if he was told a 
few months ago that he’d be holding the 
coveted Gold Ball at the end of this 
tournament.  
 
“I think six or seven months ago, my 
coaches believed in me, but if you’d told 
me then that I’d win this title, I wouldn’t 
really believe it 100 percent,” said 
Brockett, who didn’t start concentrating on 
his clay court game until about a year-and-
half ago. “It wasn’t real pretty at first. But I 
think in the last couple of months I’ve been 
making that turn.”  
 
Brockett, a rising high school junior, had to 
battle back from down a set in two 
matches early this week, but he won his 



last three matches here in the quarterfinals, semifinals and championship final in straight sets. He said he was 
mentally prepared for whatever challenges he faced Sunday against Anderson, whom he beat in the first round 
at Indian Wells, Calif., earlier this year. 
 
“I think coming in I was expecting anything, whether it was a three-hour battle or whatever,” said Brockett, 
whose match against Anderson was delayed nearly three hours after rain drenched the courts at the Delray 
Beach Tennis Center early Sunday morning. “My mindset was to just keep playing my game, do what I’ve been 
doing all week, just leave everything out there, and I was able to execute.”  
 
Although Anderson was playing in a familiar venue in his hometown, Brockett said he was very appreciative of 
the support extended to both players Sunday by the fans in attendance, which included his father, who had to 
take off a couple extra days from work this week after his son continued to win.  
 
“There were a lot of people out there today and lots of locals showing support,” Brockett said. “There was a lot 
of energy around the court and I feel like it made it so much sweeter.” 
 
Brockett, who said he had to tape one of his ankles the past few matches after twisting it on Tuesday during 
doubles, also had praise for Anderson’s run here this week and said the score of Sunday’s championship 
match is somewhat misleading. 
 
“I think the score doesn’t indicate how tight and physical the match was and how well he was playing,” Brockett 
said. “It was really pretty even. I feel like I just played some of my best tennis this week. I was lucky enough to 
pull through this match. I think I learned to just keep fighting when things maybe aren’t going good.”  
 
All certainly was good Sunday for Brockett, who said he already has a resting spot for his Gold Ball, on his 
bedside table at home next to the one he was given for winning the Winter National Championships doubles 
title with playing partner Xander Barber in early January.  
 
“I’m going to give it some company,” he said. 
 

The Gold Ball is not the 
only award Brockett will be 
packing in his bags for the 
trip back to Virginia. 
Tournament officials 
announced Sunday that 
Brockett also was selected 
as recipient of the USTA 
Sportsmanship Award 
for the Boys 16s 
tournament. The award is 
recognition for a player 
who all week exhibited 
sportsmanship behavior 
both on the court with 
fellow players as well as in 
his interaction with 
tournament staff, officials, 
peers and parents. It’s a 
recognition that is held in 
very high esteem by the 
numerous college coaches 
and scouts in attendance 
here this week.  
 
 



2022 Main Draw results: 
Boys 18s Singles: Nicholas Heng (4) d. Jelani Sarr (2), 6-4, 6-3 
Boys 18s Doubles: Alexander Razeghi & Nikita Filin (7) d. Lucas Brown & Landon Ardila (1), 6-3, 5-7, 10-5 
Boys 16s Singles: Stiles Brockett (17) d. Mikel Anderson (17), 6-1, 6-3 
Boys 16s Doubles: Krish Gupta & Evan Burnett (15) d. Nichlas Snyder & Cole Henceroth (7), 6-4, 6-1 
 
For complete draws and results, click here. For all other tournament related information, 
visit YellowTennisBall.com/NationalClays. Media interested in further information can contact John Butler, 561-
350-6795, Jbutler@YellowTennisBall.com. 
 
Official 2022 Sponsors 
City of Delray Beach 
VITACOST.com 
Baptist Health South Florida 
South Florida BMW Centers 
Palm Beach County Sports Commission 
Renaissance Boca Raton 
Florida Sports Foundation 
One Tennis Academy 
GAMMA Sports 
Complete Performance 
Swing Vision 
Wilson 
Wyndham Boca Raton 
USTA 
  
About The City of Delray Beach: In southeast Palm Beach County, along the Atlantic seashore, a Village by  the Sea that began as 
an agricultural community in 1895 has become one of Florida's most popular destinations for visitors, new families and seasonal 
residents. The City of Delray Beach encompasses slightly over 16 square miles with a permanent population of nearly 65,000 and 
growing. The city’s charm continues to garner national awards. In 2017 alone the city received three awards: the “All-America City” 
award from the National Civic League (NCL) for literacy strides (the NCL also recognized Delray Beach in 1993 and 2001), a “Playful 
City USA” designation for providing 24 playgrounds for residents, and the recognition of Atlantic Avenue as one of the “10 Great 
American Shopping Streets” by USA Today. In 2012 during the nationally televised "Best of the Road" special, Delray Beach was 
chosen by Rand McNally, USA Today and the Travel Channel as the "Most Fun Small Town" in America. In 2014, USA Today named 
Delray as one of the "Best Atlantic Beaches in Florida.”  
 

https://playtennis.usta.com/players-international-management/Tournaments/draws/C99C913A-800F-49AF-A469-155AA4FF2078
https://www.delraybeachfl.gov/
https://www.vitacost.com/
https://orthopedics.baptisthealth.net/baptist-health-orthopedic-care
https://www.bmwusa.com/
https://www.palmbeachsports.com/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/pbirh-renaissance-boca-raton-hotel/
https://playinflorida.com/
http://onetennisacademy.com/2020/
https://www.gammasports.com/
https://www.cpbymattek.com/
https://swing.tennis/
https://www.wilson.com/en-us/tennis
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/boca-raton-florida/wyndham-boca-raton/overview?CID=LC:HR::GGL:RIO:National:31334&iata=00093796
https://www.usta.com/en/home.html
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